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EU dimethyl fumarate (DMF)
ban continues

Eh BB QLQi—.ﬂkaH t&@

Established in Germany 140 years ago, TUV
SUD is one of the world's leading technical
service providers offering testing, certification,
inspections, knowledge services, and expert
opinions. Approximately 14,000 employees at
over 600 locations worldwide provide
technology, system and know-how
optimization.
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ARF% The 1-year ban on the use of dimethyl

fumarate (DMF) in all products for the EU
market has recently been extended for
another 12 months to 15 March 2011 by
the Commission Decision 2010/153/EU.

DMF has been widely used as an anti-
moulding agent for leather goods such as
footwear and sofas during storage and
transportation. It is a white crystalline
powder and is usually contained in small
sachets which are placed inside the furniture
or footwear boxes.

DMF works by impregnating the products
through sublimation (a substance going from
solid to gas without the liquid state) in hot
conditions. Since it is a potent
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sensitiser, DMF can penetrate through clothing to cause severe
and painful dermatitis upon skin contact with just a minute
quantity. Ironically, the sublimation property that makes DMF
an effective anti-moulding agent is also what makes it
particularly prone to cross-contaminating other materials.

The DMF problem was originally reported in the EU in 2008 for
imported leather sofas, however, the range of products found
with this chemical has since included footwear, children’s hat,
toys, helmet and jeans, some of them made with materials, both
natural and synthetic, other than leather. Footwear made with
leather materials are particularly prone to be found with DMF
present — to date, the EU’s rapid alert system for dangerous
consumer products (RAPEX) has reported over 150 cases
involving DMF in leather footwear, out of a total of less than
170 DMF cases in total.

The DMF ban applies to all products on the EU market, including
those imported from outside of the EU. All products containing
DMF at concentration greater than 0.1 mg/kg of the weight of
the product or part of the product:

(1) will be prohibited from being placed or made
available on the EU market;

(2) already placed or made available on the market
are to be withdrawn from the market and recalled
from consumers, and that consumers are to be
adequately informed of the risk posed by such
products.

The current ban on DMF is an extension of the temporary
measure put in place last year and it will end on 15 March
2011. However, France has indicated interest in banning DMF
on a permanent hasis by putting it in the Annex XVII of the
REACH regulation.
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At present, products found to contain DMF above the limit have
been subjected to the following enforcement measures, which
can be applied voluntarily by actors in the supply chain or
imposed by the authorities:

- imported products rejected by the customs authorities
- seizure of the products by the authorities

- destruction of the remaining products

- withdrawal of products from the market

- recalling products from consumers

Chemical information

Name: Dimethylfumarate (DMF)
IUPAC Name: Dimethyl (£)-butenedioate

Other names: trans-1,2-Ethylenedicaboxylic acid, dimethyl
ester; 2-Butenedioic acid, dimethyl ester

CAS: 624-49-7
EINECS: 210-849-0
EU classification: Harmful (Xn)

Chemical Structure:
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TOV SUD has developed a test methodology for analyze and
identify dimethyl fumarate (DMF) in a wide range of consumer
products for the EU and worldwide markets. The technical
knowledge and expertise of the internationally active experts at
TOV SUD support you in implementing solutions to cope with
the new challenges of the new legislations from dimethyl
fumarate (DMF) to CPSIA and REACH.
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EX£&F 17 Contact us at: info@tuv-sud.hk

= Hong Kong &

Mr. Poe Fong

Tel: +852 2190 9505
Email: poe.fong@tuv-sud.hk

= Nanjing 7R

Ms. Baobao Zhang

Tel: +86 25 52235698

Email: baobao.zhang@tuv-sud.cn

= Tianjin XjZ

Mr. Robin Wang

Tel: +86 22 83192258 | 59
Email: yugiang.wang@tuv-sud.cn

www.tuv-sud.cn

= Guangzhou M

Ms. Jason Liang

Tel: +86 20 38320668
Email: jason.liang@tuv-sud.cn

= Ningbo Tif

Ms. Judy Huang

Tel: +86 574 27866658

Email: yanping.huang@tuv-sud.cn

* Wuxi &5

Mr. Jack Shang

Tel: +86 510 88203737

Email: heshun.shang@tuv-sud.cn

www.tuv-sud.hk

= Shenzhen Rl

Ms. Joey Fan

Tel: +86 755 88286998
Email: joey.fan@tuv-sud.cn

= Shanghai L

Mr. Morgan Mao

Tel: +86 2161410128
Email: xuchao.mao@tuv-sud.cn

= Xiamen [E|7]

Mr. Tony Yang

Tel: +86 592 3116128
Email: tony.yang@tuv-sud.cn

www.tuv-sud.tw

DISCLAIMER: All reasonable measures have been taken to ensure the quality, reliability, and accuracy of the information in this newsletter. However, TOV SUD is not responsible for the third party content

contained in this newsletter. TUV SUD makes no warranties or representations, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy or completeness of information contained in this newsletter. This newsletter is

intended to provide general information on a particular subject or subjects and is not an exhaustive treatment of such subject (s). Accordingly, the information in this newsletter is not intended to constitute

consulting or professional advice or services. If you are seeking advice on any matters relating to information in this newsletter, you should — where appropriate - contact us directly with your specific

query or seek advice from qualified professional people. The information contained in this newsletter may not be copied, quoted or referred to in any other publication or materials without the prior written

consent of TOV SUD. All rights reserved © 2010 TOV SUD Asia Pacific Pte Ltd.
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