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Plastic products for children under 36 months 
of age that contain more than 1% by weight 
of diethylhexyl phthalate (DEHP) are now 
banned in Australia. The ban, which came 
into effect on 2 March 2010, currently 
applies for an interim period of 18 months.

The ban could impact your business if you 
are a manufacturer, importer, wholesalers or 
retailer dealing with the following products 
in the Australian market.

Toys: Bath toys, PVC squeeze toys, cars, ��

dolls, soft books, etc.
Childcare articles: Dummies, pacifiers, ��

teething rings, rails, rattles, bibs, gum 
soothers and comforting objects, etc.
Vessels and eating utensils: Feeding ��

bottles, sip/sucking cups, bowls, plates 
and cutlery, etc.

WHY iS DEHP RiSkY FOR CHilDREN?
DEHP, a commonly used plasticiser, poses 
risk of reproductive toxicity for children up 
to and including 36 months of age who may 
chew and suck objects repeatedly for periods 
in excess of 40 minutes per day. 

PENAlTiES FOR NON-COMPliANCE 
Non-compliance with the ban is an offence 
under the Trade Practices Act, and can result 

in fines of up to A$ 1.1 million for companies 
and up to A$ 220,000 for individuals.

WHAT SHOulD YOu DO?
understand the requirements:��  Find 
out how the ban specifically affects your 
products. For example, large toys, clothing 
and footwear, and sporting goods are not 
subject to the ban.
Check for compliance:��  Implement a 
quality assurance programme; validate 
manufacturing specifications and material 
certificates from suppliers; and test your 
products for DEHP. 
Ensure correct labelling:��  Ensure 
product labelling is clear, correct and 
according to the relevant guidelines. 
For instance, toys labelled as not being 
suitable for children under 36 months of 
age are not covered in the ban. 

HOW CAN TÜV SÜD SuPPORT YOu? 
With experts trained on country-specific 
compliance matters, TÜV SÜD can help you 
respond to the ban in a systematic, efficient 
and cost-effective way, thus safeguarding 
your business against any potential liabilities. 
Our service does not end after you receive 
the test results; our experts provide continual 
support to ensure that your technical queries 
are thoroughly attended to. �
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CPSC Proposes a New Rule on Children’s upper 
Outerwear Garments 

1 CPSC’s notice of proposed rule: http://www.cpsc.gov/BUSINFO/frnotices/fr10/drawstringcomm.pdf

According to a new rule1 proposed by the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) 
on 17 May 2010, children’s upper outerwear garments with drawstrings will be treated as 
products that pose substantial risk of injury to the children, if they do not meet the specified 
criteria. 

The proposed rule, now open for public comments till 2 August 2010, specifically covers 
children’s upper outerwear garments in sizes 2T to 12 (or the equivalent) that have neck or 
hood drawstrings and sizes 2T to 16 (or the equivalent) that have waist or bottom drawstrings. 

Drawstrings in children’s upper outerwear have been involved in a number of accidents, such 
as entanglement with playground slides, cribs and school buses, leading to injuries and deaths.

BACkGROuND: VOluNTARY STANDARD ASTM F 1816–97
In a letter posted on its Web site on 12 May 2006, CPSC cited the fatalities due to drawstrings 
hazards and urged manufacturers, importers and retailers to comply with the voluntary 
industry standard, ASTM F 1816–97. 
ASTM F 1816–97 specifies the following requirements for children’s upper outwear:

Sizes 2T to 12: �� No drawstrings in the hood and neck area.  
Sizes 2T to 16:��  Drawstrings at the waist and bottom shall comply as follows: 
a) Not exceed 3 in. (75 mm) in length outside the drawstring channel when the garment 
    is expanded to its fullest width. 
b) No toggles, knots or other attachments at the free ends. 
c) Drawstrings that are continuous string are required to be stitched through to prevent 
    the drawstring from being pulled through its channel.

BACkGROuND: VOluNTARY STANDARD ASTM F 1816–97
One of the ways to comply with ASTM F 1816–97 is by simply eliminating drawstrings from 
the products. Under the proposed rule, all items of children’s upper outerwear that are subject 
to, but do not comply with ASTM F 1816–97, will be deemed to be substantial product hazards 

regardless of the date they were manufactured 
or imported.

CPSC requires manufacturers, distributors 
and retailers to immediately inform the 
Commission if they know that a product 
contains a defect which could create a 
substantial product hazard. It may also require 
them to (1) give notice of the defect to various 
persons; (2) repair the product; or (3) refund the 
purchase price.

At present, certification to the proposed rule is 
not required by law, but retailers still have a 
responsibility to report any non-compliance to 
the CPSC.

HOW CAN TÜV SÜD SuPPORT 
SOFTliNES CuSTOMERS?  
Supported by a global network of experts with 
proven expertise in the US consumer product 
safety laws, TÜV SÜD is the right partner for 
all CPSC compliance matters. Our experienced 
client support and technical experts can 
help you identify specific obligations under 
the proposed rule and implement necessary 
changes to your products and procedures to 
ensure compliance in the timeliest manner 
possible. �
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New Testing 
Facilities in Shanghai 
and Vietnam

Shanghai: On 5 May 2010, TÜV SÜD 
launched a new softlines laboratory in 
the WaiGaoQiao free trade zone. 

Vietnam: On 17 May 2010, the new 
Vietnam lab facility in Ho Chi Minh 
city was officially opened. 

The lab capabilities in Shanghai and 
Vietnam include chemical testing 
for azo dyes, heavy metals, DMF, 
formaldehyde, phthalates, etc; 
performance and quality testing such 
as fibre analysis, colour fastness, 
abrasion, tensile strength, wash 
care label, etc.; and regulatory 
testing covering flammability testing, 
fibre label identification, care label 
identification, etc. 

For the Softlines industry in China 
and Vietnam, the establishment of 
the new TÜV SÜD labs means faster 
turn-around time for testing, better 
cost efficiency and more local-
language support. The new labs are 
also equipped to meet the testing and 
certification requirements of retailers 
in Europe or US who source Softlines 
products from Vietnam and China. �

Tests on 
individual 
product 
components 
be accepted 
as all or part 
of the basis for 
compliance.

Objective:��  To reduce the amount of testing required of downstream 
manufacturers and shift the burden of compliance to upstream 
components suppliers. 

in detail: �� In a unanimous decision by the CPSC, testing can now 
be performed by component part suppliers and component part 
certificates issued by suppliers can be accepted as all or part of 
the basis for compliance under section 14 of the Consumer Product 
Safety Act. However, such component parts must be traceable to their 
original manufacturers, and manufacturers must expressly agree to 
exercise due care when relying on component part testing certificates.  
 
The Commission expressed its hope that the rule would come as a 
relief to both small and large manufacturers while simultaneously 
moving safety upstream in the manufacturing process.

Date of Effect: �� 5 May 2010

Effect on Businesses��  The Commission’s decision effectively 
shifts the burden of compliance to certifying labs while making 
the traceability of a product’s components to their respective 
manufacturers less ambiguous. However, the Commission will only 
accept third party tests of product components provided that such 
testing is performed by an accredited laboratory. 

Manufacturers 
of both 
children’s and 
non-children’s 
products 
are required 
to initiate a 

“Reasonable 
Testing Program” 
within their 
manufacturing 
processes.

Objective:��  To encourage manufacturers of children’s products to 
adopt reasonable testing programs as a means of further enhancing 
the safety of their products. 

in detail: �� The CPSC has proposed that manufacturers be required to 
establish a “reasonable testing program” for non children’s products. 
The same rule would also set the compliance and continued testing 
requirements for manufacturers of children’s products. While the 
Commission is aware that some may prefer that the “reasonable 
testing program” remain undefined, it hopes that the rule will 
nonetheless bring about a truly responsible approach to ensuring 
product safety.  
 
Manufacturers will only be required to conduct third party periodic 
testing once every two years.

Date of Effect: �� 5 May 2010

Effect on Businesses:��  If passed, the new rule will make it easier 
for manufacturers to correctly meet the Commission’s expectations of 
what constitutes a “reasonable testing program.” Manufacturers will 
also be able to reduce testing costs by initiating production testing 
techniques on the manufacturing floor while only requiring a certain 
level of independent third party testing.

Further updates from the CPSC

2 The proposed draft rules can be found in the 14 April 2010 of Softlines E-ssentials: https://www.tuv-sud.in/APMKT/pdffile/Softlines_E-ssentials_14_Apr_2010.pdf
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All reasonable measures have been taken to ensure the quality, reliability, and accuracy of the information in this newsletter. However, TÜV SÜD is not responsible for the third party content 
contained in this newsletter. TÜV SÜD makes no warranties or representations, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy or completeness of information contained in this newsletter.

This newsletter is intended to provide general information on a particular subject or subjects and is not an exhaustive treatment of such subject (s). Accordingly, the information in this newsletter is 
not intended to constitute consulting or professional advice or services. If you are seeking advice on any matters relating to information in this newsletter, you should – where appropriate – contact 
us directly with your specific query or seek advice from qualified professional people. 

The information contained in this newsletter may not be copied, quoted or referred to in any other publication or materials without the prior written consent of TÜV SÜD. All rights reserved © 2010 
TÜV SÜD Asia Pacific Pte Ltd.

iSO STANDARD CHANGES / uPDATES

iSO 105-C06:2010
(4th edition, published on 15 March 2010)

Textiles -- Tests for colour fastness -- Part C06: Colour fastness to 
domestic and commercial laundering  

Permits instrumental measurement of colour change and staining��

Correction to AATCC detergent formula��

iSO 105-C06:2010
(2nd edition, published on 25 February 2010)

Textiles -- Tests for colour fastness -- Part C08: Colour fastness 
to domestic and commercial laundering using a non-phosphate 
reference detergent incorporating a low-temperature bleach 

 Liquor to specimen ratio changed from 50:1 to 20:1��

updates: iSO Standards

Textile products supplied in the Vietnam market 
must comply with the limits on formaldehyde 
and aromatic amines as specified in the 
government circular 32/2009/TT-BCT. The 
circular, effective 20 December 2009, affects 
products like coats, curtains, cushion covers, 
diapers, fabrics, gloves, hats, lining clothes, 
pants, scarfs, shirts, skirts, socks, sweaters, 
towels, underwear, etc. 

HOW CAN TÜV SÜD SuPPORT 
SOFTliNES CuSTOMERS?
With a fully equipped testing facility in 
Vietnam3, TÜV SÜD offers customers quick and 
cost-effective testing for all eco parameters 
like azo dyes, formaldehyde, Cr(VI), phthalates, 
PAH, PCB, PCP, APEO, toxic/heavy metals, 
disperse dyes, chlorinated phenols, pesticide 
residues, volatile organics, and many more. �

Two ISO standards for colour fastness tests on textiles have been recently revised with significant changes that might impact the testing procedure 
and final results.

Vietnam imposes limits on Formaldehyde and Aromatic 
Amines in Textiles

3 To be fully operational in August 2010.


